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I had the opportunity the follow the life of this School and I
am a witness of the high academic quality of the Faculty

members and their dedication to the formation and training
of more than 600 canonists who obtained canonical degrees
of Licentiate and Doctorate. The specificity of the program
of studies contributes to a deeper learning of the technical

aspects of the Law of the Church.

Most Rev.  Antoni
Stankiewicz
Dean of the Tribunal
of the Roman Rota

The Church has an urgent need of excellently trained
canonical personnel in ecclesiastical tribunals.
The formation granted by this School, either in curricular
or refresher courses, satisfies this need.

Prof. Jane Adolphe
LL.B/B.C.L., J.C.D.

Canon Law professor,
Ave Maria School
of Law. Ann Arbor,

Michigan, USA

Studying Canon Law at Santa Croce has permitted me to
teach canon law at Ave Maria School of Law, one of the
few schools in the United States which offer the course as

part of the curriculum. Further, the study of marriage in canon
law has given me a formation that has proven invaluable

to my scholarship on marriage and family law, both
domestically and internationally.

Fr. Marc O'Connell
J.C.D.
Assistant to the
Moderator of the Curia
for Canonical Affairs
Archdiocese of Boston, USA

Since I returned from Santa Croce to my Archdiocese I
have faced many challenges that no professor could have
possibly contemplated, but what I have found is that Santa
Croce has taught me how to think with the Church in a
sound canonical way. I am grateful for the opportunity I
had to study Canon Law in Rome with students from all
over the world and with an excellent faculty. It broadened
my vision of the Universal Church and prepared me well. I would
definitely recommend Santa Croce to American
Bishops to prepare future canonists.
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Fr. Benedict Ejeh
J.C.D

Secretary for Canon
Law to the Catholic

Bishops’ Conference
of Nigeria

The thorough and rigorous academic formation I received
at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross has been very
helpful in carrying out my assignment here as Secretary for
Canon Law to the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Nigeria
since 2003. This office places on me the responsibility of

assisting the Episcopal Conference, dioceses, and associations
of the faithful with professional advice on canonical issues

as well as the formulation and review of their canonical
documents, the on-going formation of the Marriage Tribunal

officials of the dioceses through regular seminars and
workshops, and the basic canonical formation of pastors

and lay faithful in different forums. I am very happy to assist
the youthful Church in Nigeria in this capacity, thanks to the
excellent preparation received from my alma mater. I remain
ever grateful to those who made my studies in Rome possible.



“Any opposition between
the pastoral and the
juridical dimensions is
deceptive. It is not true
that, to be more pastoral,
the law should become
less juridical. (…) In the
Church, true justice,
enlivened by charity and
tempered by equity,
always merits the
descriptive adjective
pastoral. There can be no
exercise of pastoral charity
that does not take account,
first of all, of pastoral
justice.” (Address of John
Paul II  to the Tribunal of
the Roman Rota, January
18, 1990)

The School of Canon Law
of the Pontifical University
of the Holy Cross started
its teaching and research
activities in 1984. It was
canonically established on
March 28, 1993. Since
the very beginning, it aims
to prepare canon lawyers
with a theoretical and
practical knowledge of
Church law, so that they
may practice canon law
with a combination of
legal skill and pastoral
sensitivity.

Since its founding in 1984
until 2006, the University
has awarded 600
Licentiate and 240
Doctoral degrees in
Canon Law.

The Saint Pius X Institute
of Canon Law of Venice
(Italy), established on
October 9, 2003, is
aggregated to the School
of Canon Law.

OUR DIDACTIC METHOD
The Canon Law program follows a method of instruction
which encompasses the study of the Code of Canon
Law and other ecclesiastical laws in light of the
understanding of the Church expressed by the Second
Vatican Council.

Placed in the proper historical, ecclesiological and
theological framework, the various subjects are taught
both in a systematic and theoretical way which enables
students to learn the necessary technical skills in order
to work in the juridical field.
The theoretical coursework is integrated with courses
on legal praxis and practical exercises.

Courses are taught by professors of the School of
Canon Law who are specialists in their fields.

The University’s location in the center of Rome facilitates
contact with actual canonical practice. The professors
on our faculty have a wealth of experience consulting
with and advising the Roman Curia, Episcopal
Conferences, and local dioceses, as well as serving
as ecclesiastical judges.

All courses are taught in Italian. To assist English
speaking students, the School of Canon Law has
established a didactic Commission that offers, for
those interested, special courses, orientation sessions,
and some materials in English.

ONGOING FORMATION AND RESEARCH
The professors frequently collaborate with colleagues
in Rome and abroad in various academic and ecclesial
endeavors, such as providing expert consulting for
Dicasteries of the Holy See or organizing conferences
and seminars.

In addition to its teaching activity, the School of Canon
Law maintains a strong commitment to scholarly
research. The School publishes its own international
canon law journal, Ius Ecclesiae. Through the prestigious
Italian publisher Giuffrè, the School of Canon Law
edits and publishes three series of legal texts: Trattati
di diritto (Treatises on Law), Monografie giuridiche
(Juridical Monographs), and Testi legislativi (Legislative
Texts). Since the year 2000, the School has been
publishing the series Subsidia Canonica with texts
prepared by our professors, and Dissertationes (Series
canonica), a collection of select doctoral dissertations
written by our students.

CYCLES OF STUDIES

The program of study in Canon Law is divided into three cycles:
the first cycle (for students who have not yet completed the
required courses in philosophy and theology), the second cycle
(leading to the Licentiate in Canon Law) and the third cycle
(leading to the Doctorate in Canon Law).

FIRST CYCLE
The first cycle consists of at least two years of study and provides
the necessary background in theology, philosophy and
jurisprudence to prepare the student for the second cycle or
Licentiate program.
To gain admission to the first cycle, the candidates must have
received a degree which would allow them to begin university
studies in their own country.
Students attend courses of the first cycle in the Schools of
Theology or Philosophy, or in the University’s Higher Institute of
Religious Sciences.
The main courses of the first cycle are: Philosophical Anthropology;
Metaphysics, Ethics, Introduction to Sacred Scripture and History
of Salvation, Trinitarian Theology and Christology, Dogmatic
Theology, Ecclesiology and Ecumenism, Fundamental Moral
Theology, Social Doctrine of the Church, Sacramental Theology
(general and special), Institutions of Canon Law, and Latin.

SECOND CYCLE (LICENTIATE IN CANON LAW)
The second cycle (Licentiate) consists of three years (six semesters)
of study. Upon satisfactory completion of the course work and
a comprehensive examination, the student is awarded the
academic title of Licentiate in Canon Law.
The courses for all three years of the second cycle are offered
each year, so that a student may begin the first year of the
second cycle of studies in any academic year. During all three
years of the second cycle, students attend classes from Monday
through Friday for three to four hours each day.

Elective Courses
During the second and third years, students take elective courses
among those presented by the School. Some are more theoretical
while others are mainly practical. They are taught by professors
of the Faculty, Judges of the Roman Rota and other ecclesiastical
Tribunals, as well as officials of the Roman Curia. With these
courses, students can receive a more specific training for their
future pastoral tasks (judges, diocesan chancellors, advocates,
defenders of the bond, etc.).

The following are some of the elective courses offered in recent
years:

- Matrimonial Consent
- Jurisprudence of the Roman Rota on Matrimony
- Practicum on Matrimonial Cases I
- Practicum on Matrimonial Cases II
- Practicum on Matrimonial Process
- Psychiatric Defects in Matrimonial Cases
- Special Matrimonial Processes
- Penal Procedure
- Causes of the Saints
- Administrative Procedure
- Canonical Questions on Pastoral Care in the Parish
- Human Rights: Foundation, Formulation and Protection
- Associations of the Faithful
- Procedures Regarding the Clerical State
- Structure and Practice of the Roman Curia
- Juridic Responsibility of the Church Hierarchy and Contentious
  Administrative Recourses
- Canon Law and State Law: a Comparative Analysis of Legal
  Systems in the World
- Religious Law in Comparative State Law at the Dawn of the
  21st Century

first year

- General Principles
- Roman Law
- Constitutional Law
- Administrative Law
- Philosophy of Law
- History of Canon Law
- Fundamental Theory of Canon Law
- Law of the Teaching Office of the Church
  (Munus docendi)
- Latin

second year

- Law of the Person
- Governance Structures in the Church
- Relationship Between the Church and Civil
  Society
- Matrimonial Law
- Process Law
- Patrimonial Law
- Latin

third year

- Law of the Sanctifying Office of the Church
  (Munus sanctificandi)
- Penal Law
- Church-State Law
- Canon Law of the Eastern Catholic Churches
- Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic
  Life
- Research Seminar

THIRD CYCLE (Doctorate)
The third cycle (Doctorate) is designed for those who plan to
dedicate themselves to academic research and the teaching of
Canon Law at the university level.

In the doctoral program, the student attends monographic courses
and prepares a doctoral dissertation under the direction of a
professor. To gain admission to the third cycle, a student must
have received the Licentiate in Canon Law with a minimum grade
average of magna cum laude (minimum grade point average
of 8.6 on a 10-point scale). The student must reside in Rome for
at least the first academic year of doctoral studies.

Further information on the School, the Faculty and the program
of studies, can be found at http://www.pusc.it
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FACULTY MEMBERS
Emeritus
- Gutiérrez, José Luis

Full Professors
- Arrieta, Juan Ignacio
- Baura, Eduardo
- Canosa, Javier
- Cito, Davide
- Errázuriz M., Carlos José
- Franceschi, Héctor
- Gefaell, Pablo
- Gómez-Iglesias C., Valentín
- Llobell, Joaquín
- Martín de Agar, José T.
- Miñambres, Jesús
- Navarro, Luis
- Ortiz, Miguel Ángel
- Puig, Fernando

Associate Professors
- Álvarez de las Asturias,
  Nicolás
- Araña, José Antonio
- Baccari, Maria Pia
- Del Pozzo, Massimo
- Eisenring, Gabriela
- Sánchez-Gil, Antonio S.
- Schouppe, Jean-Pierre

Visiting Professors
- Boccafola, Kenneth
- Buonomo, Vincenzo
- Caparros, Ernest
- Condorelli, Orazio
- D’Agostino, Francesco
- Gullo, Carlo
- Lo Castro, Gaetano
- Pree, Helmuth
- Stankiewicz, Antoni
- Viladrich, Pedro Juan

Assistant Professor
- Pappadia, Francesco

IUS ECCLESIAE
International journal

of Canon Law

TRATTATI DI DIRITTO
CANONICO

Series of Manuals edited
by the School

TESTI LEGISLATIVI
Collections of Laws
edited by the School

MONOGRAFIE
GIURIDICHE

Series of
Canonical monographic

Studies
edited by the Faculty

SUBSIDIA CANONICA
Series of Texts

written by the Faculty

DISSERTATIONES
Series of Doctoral Dissertations

Licentiate courses

OUR PUBLICATIONS


